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It was Nietzsche who observed that 'human beings do not desire 
happiness, only the Englishmen desire happiness'—today’s 
globalized hedonism is thus merely the obverse of the fact that, in 
the conditions of global capitalism, we are ideologically 'all 
Englishmen' (or, rather, Anglo-Saxon Americans...). So what is 
wrong with the rule of the pleasure principle? In Kant’s description, 
ethical duty functions like a foreign intruder that disturbs the 
subject’s homeostatic balance, its unbearable pressure forcing the 
subject to act 'beyond the pleasure principle,' ignoring the pursuit 
of pleasures. For Lacan, exactly the same description holds for 
desire, which is why enjoyment is not something that comes 
naturally to the subject, as a realization of his or her inner 
potential, but is the content of a traumatic superegoic injunction. 
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Full speech is speech which aims at, which forms the 
truth such as it becomes established in the recognition 
of one person by another. Full speech is speech which 
performs. One of the subjects finds himself, 
afterwards, other than he was before. That is why this 
dimension cannot be evaded in the analytic experience.  
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We cannot think of the analytic experience as a game, a lure, an 
intrigue based on an illusion, a suggestion. Its stake is full speech. 
Once this point has been made, as you might have already 
noticed, lots of things sort themselves out and are clarified, but 
lots of paradoxes and contradictions appear. The value of this 
conception is precisely to bring out these paradoxes and 
contradictions, which doesn't make them opacities and 
obscurities. On the contrary, it is often what appears to be 
harmonious and comprehensible which harbours some opacity. 
And inversely it is in the antinomy, in the gap, in the difficulty, 
that we happen upon opportunities for transparency. This is the 
point of view on which our method is founded, and so, I hope, is 
our progress. (Lacan, 1988) 
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the purloined letter (edgar allan poe) 
 

The story begins with the narrator visiting Dupin in his 
apartment and considering a discussion with him about 
the killing of Marie Roget, the affair of the Rue Morgue: 
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Then as the Prefect enters the apartment to tell about an 
official business -in a 'coincidence' according to the 
narrator- and then Dupin decides to keep the place dark. 
Prefect tells about oddities that made them puzzled. 

 



the purloined letter (edgar allan poe) 
Then he tells the initial event that led to his mission: the Queen 
had received a letter from a Baron, with whom she is in a secret 
liasion. Then her minister came at an unappropriate time, and 
stole the letter from her table. This act was effectively a 
blackmail to the Queen, who then charged the Police with a 
mission to recapture this letter back from the Minister: 

 

 

 

 

It is significant that the Queen's inappropriate liasion with the 
Baron does not shake her power to charge the police with a 
secret mission to protect this liasion. 



the purloined letter (edgar allan poe) 
The police searched Minister's house, but could not find the 
letter. Then the Prefect, seeing the Police's despair, secretly 
approached Dupin to ask for his help: 

 
 
 
 
 
 In the previous chain, Queen's secret was the source of her 
failure to keep the letter. In the current chain, it is police's failure 
that is the source of Prefect's secret request to Dupin. In both 
cases, we see that structure repeats itself in an interchanging 
movement of failures and secrecies. 
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